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Introduction

The Deer Program &lministered under the Wildlife Division of Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife
Resources (KDFWR). The KDFWR is an agency of the Kentucky Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet. It is overseen by
nneYSYo SN O2YYAaaArzy ¢K2 | NBsmgrRardisgortsivénien. Gammigsy edzbetse Q a
are appointed by the Governor. The department employs about 45@ifél staff, which includes conservation
officers, wildlife and fisheries biologists, conservation educators, and informationeghdalogy, pubit relations,
customer service and administrative professionals.

Y5C2w NBOSA@Sa y2 Y2ySe FNRBY (KS adrisSQa DSyYySNI ¢
fishing licensees, boating registration fees and federal funds, including grants basesimammber of licenses sold in
the state.

The Deer Program is tasked with managing the wtatiedeer herd in the state to provide ample hunting
opportunity while balancing the needs abnsumptive and nowonsumptive user groups. The Deer Program isenad
up of 1 program coordinatoGabe Jenkinsand two biologists, David Yarenyd Kyle SamsThe Deer Program staff is
based out of the headquarters office in Frankfort.

The Wildlife Division is broken up into 5 wildlife regions across the stateepanting purposes all
information in this report will be discssd using the 5 regions or at the specific county level.

WILDLIFE REGIONS & REGIONAL COORDINATORS

Northeast Region

RC: Nathan Gregory
{606} 780-0854

RC: Derek Beard
1-B800-858-1549

RC: Scott Harp
(270) 273-32569

RC: Tony Black RC: Mike Strunk
{270) 759-529& (606) 677-1098
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Population Status

Over the last decade deer management techniques have varied greatly across the state. Parts of the state
such as the Bluegrass and Purchase regions have seen liberalization to the bag limitemanto lower the deer
population. Areas in the Southeast and Green River regions have seen a reduction in bag limits to accommodate for
declining deer densities. In 2007, the state experienced the most wide spread Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease (EHD)
outbreakon record.All regions of the state were impacted, with some seemingly affected worse than others. Post
the 2007 outbreak, deer hunting zones were restricted in some counties to reduce harvest in order to allow the herd
to rebound.Current county population estimates in the counties that had their zone changed have rebounded and
are at population levelequal toor higher than levels prior to the outbrealith the implementation of zone
restrictions KDFWR has been able to onceralijagralize the bag limit in the counties that were impacted by EHD.

The overall herd estimate shows a stable to sligimtyeasingrend. The current statewide estimate is
827,355deer statewide, post 20816 hunting seasonwhich is a 3% increase frad1415. The estimate is
generated from harvest and age structure data. Age structure data is collected by KDFWR staff and telecheck record:
are used for harvest data in the model.

2015-2016 Harvest Results

The 205-16 deer harvest wasne for theageswith a harvest of 35,734 deer, beating the previous record
(144,409 in 20134) by 11,38 deer. It was a 12%garease from the 204-15 season (138,899) arwlasan 8%
increase from 203-14 season (144,409%actors that contributed to thearvest were anast failureand optimal
hunting weather during the major hunting timeframes.

4 )
20002015 Harvest Results

160,000 -

150,000 -

140,000 -

130,000 -

120,000 -

Number of Deer Harvested

110,000 -

100,000

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
I'm {LR2NIAYFIYyQa [FYyS CNIXyl1F2NIZ Y, nn

2



Kentucky White-tailed Deer Report| 2015-16

Weapon Type Harvest Summary

There were 0 major changes in the percentage of th@1516 harvest by weapon typeompared to
last seasonexcept for crossbo4d,565)which increased by 54% from the 2018 season (2,962%eventy
percentof the overall harvest was taken during the modern firearm season2Uh&16 harvest overall saw
record harvest among all weapon types.

( )
Number of Deer Harvested by Weapon Type ir

201516
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109,183 m Muzzleloader
- J

By weapon typegrossbowhunters saw tle biggest percentage change, witlb4% itrease in theerossbow
harvest Thearchery harvest saw an increase oP2 the 205-16 season(23,323) compared to the 204-15 season
(18,369). The muzzldoader harvest also saw an increase of 27% in the A®l&ason (18,663) compared to the
201415 season (14,675).

Weapon Female Male Total
Archery 14,132 9,191 23,323

Crossbow 2,825 1,740 4,565
Firearm 41,848 67,335 109,183
Muzzleloader 11,454 7,209 18,663
Total 70,259 85,475 155,734

Hunters appear to have a limit on the number of deer they are willing or able to harvest. The majority of
successful deer hunter§§%) only harvest one deer. Of the total successful huntersar205-16 season 126,710
hunters) the averagbunter harvestedl.23 deer. The 1.28eer harvested per successful hunteas a slight
decrease from last seasohpwever this rate usually does not fluctudietweendeer zone andhe season year.

Even though theverage hunter only harvests23 deer, the successful hunters do an excellent job balancing
the buck to doe numbers in the harveBloe harvest numbercanflucuate greatly in a county or region due to
harvest restrictions byones Overall, when compareatithe buck harvest, doe harvest has increase over the years.

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
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Doe harvest in 1995 was around 36%, and at times is greater than the buck harvest. Currently, and within the past
few years, the doe harvest is comprable to the buck harvests.
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Monthly Harvest Rates

Septembersaw aharvest 0f6,649 and is théighest harvest on recorbr the month of September

hOG20SNDa KhigNddtScioberharivest oriiréc&d with 20,5060 2 S Y 0 SNW &
104,677in 204 to 110,769in 2015andisthe highestNovemberK I NI S a
record harvest with 14,509Cooler conditions in September and optimal weather conditions for the modern gun

2y NBO2NRO®

Kslightdpi&oan
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season in November drove the harvesty Izl NBE Q& O2 Yy RA A 2 ybdt thérSoNtb stilthadhehighesf R K |

Januaryharvest on record at 3,294

2015-16 Harvest Results by Permit Type

( )
Percentage of Deer Telecheck by
Permit Type
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Boone and Crockett Entries

A total of54 record book entries34 typical and20 non-typical) weresubmitted to KDFWR in 2B416. The

S54entries came from02 ¥ YSy (1 dzO1 @ Qa wmun 02 dzy ( A S demted withithe Nighesh 2 v &
number (4 coming fromHart County Of the54 submissions, most were taken during the modern firearms season

(35), followed by archeryl), andmuzzldoader (4)

_Typical Score Hunter County Method
183 5/8 Gary Parsons Union Archery
182 Stephen M. Young Warren Archery
180 2/8 Mark Lunsford Woodford Archery
178 7/8 Jeff Byrd Hart Modern Gun
175 5/8 Michael D. Gregory Henry Modern Gun
173 5/8 Michael D. Burton Letcher Modern Gun
173 3/8 Timothy R. Wakefield Oldham Archery
172 6/8 William K. Branscum Wayne Muzzleloader
171 6/8 Adam R. Mattingly Ohio Muzzleloader
171 Samuel W. Gingerich  Breckinridge Modern Gun
170 7/8 Allie M. Butler Breckinridge Modern Gun

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
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170 6/8 Ty Parker Fulton Archery
170 2/8 Matt Thomayer Boone Modern Gun
169 4/8 Andrew D. Haycraft Grayson Modern Gun
169 3/8 Derrick Campbell Webster Archery
168 2/8 Brian Tims Nelson Modern Gun
168 John A. O'Neil Ohio Archery
167 7/8 William Peak Hart Modern Gun
167 Chris Baldock Casey Modern Gun
166 5/8 Charles D. Black Bath Modern Gun
165 2/8 Jarrod Cropper Lewis Modern Gun
165 2/8 Stephen "Chris" Sivori Hart Modern Gun
164 7/8 Gary Tracy Hart Modern Gun
163 7/8 Rex Crouch Il Bath Archery
163 6/8 Aaron H. Pierce Meade Archery
163 Claude "Billy" White Jr. Gallatin Modern Gun
162 1/8 David Lee Childress Crittenden Archery
161 6/8 Cody M. Wallace Estill Archery
161 3/8 Patrick Thornton Simpson Modern Gun
161 5/8 Bob Savko Shelby Muzzleloader
160 5/8 Howard Thacker Pike Modern Gun
160 2/8 Christopher D. Feezor Fulton Modern Gun
160 2/8 Danny Phillips Wayne Modern Gun
160 Amanda W. Denniston Harrison Modern Gun
- Hunter County Method
222 3/8 Randy Fox Lee Modern Gun
211 7/8 Brooke Bentz Christian Modern Gun
209 3/8 Sara F. Mundy Webster Modern Gun
201 1/8 Mark Cornette Muhlenberg Modern Gun
198 5/8 Tommy Sears Clay Modern Gun
197 6/8 D. Qhrlstopher Trimble Modern Gun
Dickerson
196 2/8 James R. Botkins Harrison Modern Gun
195 1/8 Jim Murphy Wayne Modern Gun
192 6/8 Joe Nichols Trigg Modern Gun
192 5/8 Luke A. Carswell Mason Modern Gun
192 4/8 Steven Olt Green
192 3/8 Trey Hutchison Union Archery
192 2/8 Michael L. Howell Laurel Archery
192 1/8 Donald Bartley Metcalfe Modern Gun
188 Ben Oakes Logan Modern Gun
187 7/8 Jason A. Eagan Rowan Archery
187 2/8 Kasey Alexander Webster Archery
187 1/8 Tim R. Hatton Powell Modern Gun
186 5/8 Alvin Hoover Todd Modern Gun
186 2/8 Darrel R. Smith Ohio Modern Gun

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
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The submission b4 Boone & Crocketentriesfor 2015-16 seasomanks ' for entries per year itkentucky
2011 was the best year to dateith 78 entries In 2011, Kentucky had morecord book entries than any other state.
Below are the top 10 years for Boone and Crockett entries for the state.

Rank Entries Year| Rank Entries Year
1 78 2011| 6 54 2013
2 57 2010( 7 49 2009
3 56 2004| 8 47 2007
4 56 2003 9 47 2000
5 54 2015| 10 43 2012
Public Land Harvest
Y5C2w 2¢gyasx tSFasSasz 2N Yyl 3Sa YaWacrosKtheystatgon 2 A f R

public use. On some areas, users must purchase a user permit. The regear® hunting through quota hunts or
statewideregulationsp ¢ K S 2 sepafated Hy fidildlife regions and arenanaged by regnal staff. The

YdzYo SN 2F 2a! Qa LISNJI NBIA2Y RAFFSNE FNRY NBIAZ2Y (2 NB
(16), Green River Region (14), Bluegras$oR€5), Northeast Region (12), Southeast Region (38).
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Quota Hunt Results

There are 2KDFWR quota hunts in the state along with 3 quota hunts on military installations (Ft. Knox,
Bluegrass Army Depot, and Ft. Campbell). Any resident or nonresident hunter may apply for a deer quota hunt in the
state. Only the persons successfully drawndoota hunts may hunt. The application period for KDFWR deer quota
hunts is the month of September. Applicants can apply online at fw.ky.gov or&&1H398-2401. Applicants will be
given the option to pick a first and second hunt choice, but may be dtayarticipate in only one quota hunt. The
nonNBFdzy R 6t S FSS A& Po LISNI KdzyGSNJ G2 FLILXe&d 91 OK Kdzy
preference point that increases the odds of being dratwnext year. Unselected hunters who dot apply the
following year will lose all previously credited preference points. Applicants are selected based on individual
LINBFSNBYOS LRAyGad LI G2 FAGS LIS2LX S OFy FLLXe (23S
numbers is drawnthe others in the group are automatically drawn, too.

For the 2KDFWR quota hunteeld inthe 2015-16 season there were4,277 spots availablén which8,353
people applied foguota hunts across the state. There are quota hunts for any residemimmesident hunters,
mobility impaired hunters, archery/crossbow hunters, and youth hunters. Some quota hunts are for antlerless deer,
some areas have a 1»minimum spread restriction on bucks and some quota hunts only allow 1 deer to be taken
per hunt.Each of the five wildlife regions across the state have deer gubta the 20%-16 Report, quota hunts in
the Northeast Regiomwill be highlighted.

TheNortheast Region has 4 public land areas that have deer quota hunts. The region is unique in that it
covers a variety of topography and landscapes. The northern portion of the region has fertile cropland which
transitions into the outer bluegrass of old tobacco farms that now graze cattle. The central portion of the region you
begin to see the startof matli A yd OKF N} OGSNAT SR Fa GKS aYyz2o0aé aSSy
beyond. The far east and southeastern portions are characterized as the Cumberland Plateau which is the steep
rugged mountains more commonly recognized in the Appaladiianntain Chain. The quota hunts are scattered
throughout the region and all provide a great hunting experience with trophy potential.

Clay WMA Jacob Stewart, Wildlife Biologist

Clay WMA is approximately 7,843 acres located in Nicholas, Fleming andBatle€ The quota hunt is held on the

first weekend of November with T8eople getting drawn for the hunt. The terrain is, mixed upland forest ranging in
age from earlysuccession to mature hardwoods, with rolling hills and some bottomlands along Kieg River.

There are interspersed fields scattered throughout the WMA and subtracts. The counties encompassing Clay WMA
are labeled as zone 2 for deer hunting, allowing individuals drawn for the quota hunt to harvest up to 4 deer. Only 1
harvested deer mabe a buck and hunters are required to use statewide tags. Clay WMA has an abundance of deer,
and this quota hunt allows a hunter to use all 4 tags. Beyond the 2 day quota hunt individuals are limited to 1 deer
per day on the WMA.

Data from populationgrveys and the from the deer herd health check completed in 2009 confirmed that deer
numbers needed to be reduced in order to maintain a balanced and healthy deer population. So to try and reduce
the deer numbers to insure a healthy deer headdoe harvetspreference point system is in place. For every female

deer a hunter harests during the quota hunt, hunte5 OSA @S I LINBFTFSNBY OS LRAYy(H 6KA
chances of being drawn for quota hunts in future years.

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
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In 2015 there were 84 deer harvest which was down from 91 deer harvested in 2014; these numbers usually
fluctuate annually due to weather conditions during the hunt weekend. 61% (51) of harvested deer were not
antlered and 39% (32) were antlered, and of the 32 antlered deer harvestelii@luals were 2.5 years or older.

Clay WMA Deer Quota Hunt Summary

Total Hunters | Total Hunters Estimated Total Deer Overall Success
Drawn Checked In Hunting Hours | Observed Rate
180 163 2232 857 51%

P

Paintsville WMA Scott Freidhof, WildlifeBiologist

Paintsville Lake is a large WMA encompassing 11,300 acres across 2 counties including Johnson and Morgan. Hunt
will find a diverse forest dominated by oak and hickory on the drier slopes and ridges, while beech, poplar, and maple
grow best m the moist hillsides. There were very few acorns in the forest this past season. As a result, deer were
probably not widely distributed throughout the forest but rather clumped around openings where green forage was
available. A clumped distribution déer may have been the cause for fewer deer observed per hour and fewer deer
harvested compared to 2014 when acorns were abundant. Weather for 2015 was nearly perfect which aided in the
harvest even in the absence of acorn mast.

A herd health check was epleted in August of 2015. Samples from 5 deer were collected and sent to the
Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study lab in Georgia. One result indicated that the deer population on
Paintsville was somewhat larger than the habitat could supp8gecifically, internal parasite numbers were higher
than average.

The 2 day hunt is held thé'full weekend in November. Approximately 300 people are drawn for the hunt with

about a 70% showp rate. This can vary but over the last three years thidleas fairly steady. Paintsville WMA
OdNNBy(ife KFa F mMpé NBAGNAOGAZY F2NJ Fydt SNBR RSSNID |
ALINBFR& 3INBFGSNI GKFY mMpé AYy 6ARGK®D® ! & A G Khedkiidate K dzy G A
and deer observation data.

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
I'm {LR2NIAYFIYyQa [FYyS CNIXyl1F2NIZ Y, nn

9



Kentucky White-tailed Deer Report| 2015-16

Paintsville Lake WMA Deer Quota Hunt Summary

Year Hunters Deer Observed| Deer Seen/Houn Deer Harvested Bucks
Harvested

2015 207 651 0.24 30 7

2014 217 827 0.32 45 10

Dewey Lake WMAScott Freidhof, WildlifeBiologist

Dewey Lake is a large WMA encompassing 9,800 acres in Floyd County. Hunters will find a diverse forest dominatec
by oak and hickory on the drier slopes and ridges, while beech, poplar, and maple grow best on the moist hillsides.
There were veryew acorns in the forest this season. As a result, deer were probably not widely distributed
throughout the forest but rather clumped around openings where green forage was available. The highest number
of deer observed by hunters occurred on the strijmenon the east side of the WMA.

A herd health check was completed in August of 2013. Samples from 5 deer were collected and sent to the
Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study lab in Georgia. Two results indicated that the deer population on
Dewey was larger than the habitat could support. Specifically, internal parasite numbers were much higher than
average and deer were in poor nutritional condition.

The 2 day hunt is held thé'veekend in December. Approximately 150 people are drawn fohthe with about a

70% showup rate. This can vary but over the last three years this has been fairly steady. Hunting conditions in 2015
were much more favorable than 2014 where storms, rain and wind restricted deer movement and hunter efforts.
Dewey Laké a! OdzNNBydGfte Kra | mpé NBAIGNROOGAZ2Y F2N I yif SNE
0dz0O1 2NJ R2S® | dzyiSNB KIFNBSAZGSR wn RSSNI G2GFft Ay Of dzRA
width. As with any hunting season weathem greatly influence harvest, check in rate and deer observation data.

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
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Dewey Lake WMA Deer Quota Hunt Summary

Year Hunters Deer Observed| Deer Seen/Houn Deer Harvested Bucks
Harvested

2015 106 849 0.71 20 3

2014 105 339 0.32 8 2

Fishtrap WMA Scott Freidhof, Wildlife Biologist

The 2015 deer quota hunt at Fishtrap Lake WMA occurred during the third weekend in November. Of the 200
hunters drawn for the hunt, 156 checked in to hunt with about a 77% siypwate. Hunters harvestedracord 57
deer total including 28 antlered bucks. There are no antler restrictions at FishMiéf

FishtrapLake is a large WMA encompassing 13,000 acres in Pike County. Hunters will find steep, forested hillsides
dominated by oak and hickory on the drier slopes and ridges, while beech, poplar, and maple grow best on the moist
hillsides. There were very few@uas in the forest this season, however there seemed to be a fair crop of beechnuts

at Fishtrap.

Fishtrap Lake WMA Deer Quota Hunt Summary

Year Hunters Deer Observed Deer Seen/Hour Deer Harvested Bucks
Harvested

2015 156 518 0.33 57 28

2014 154 488 0.30 32 12

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
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Disease Surveillance
Hemorrhagic Disease (HD)

Hemorrhagic disease (HD), a vedborne disease of whittailed deer is caused by two related orbiviruses
epizootic hemorrhagic disease virus (EHDV) and bluetongue virus (BTV). Hemorrhagic disease viruses are considere
the most important viral agents affecting deer populations in the United States. The virus is transmitted from animal
to animal through thebite of an infected midge. These insects are active in the late summer and early fall. HD
outbreaks are often associated with drought. Once there has been a hard freeze the midges die off for the winter,
eliminating new cases of HD.

HD is reported in dedrom at least a few counties nearly every year in Kentucky, although outbreaks can be
considerably large and widespread. The 2007 outbreak of HD in wild deer was the most widespread outbreak
reported in the past 30 years. Over 4,000 suspected cases epoeted in Kentucky. When possible, KDFWR will
test animals that have died of apparent EHD.

One Hundred Thirtgeer were clinically diagnosed as EHDV positive i6.201

Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease Reports Summer-Fall 2015
As of October 15, 2015
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Chronic Wasting Diseas€WD

CWD is a fatal, neurological disease in whaiged deer, mule deer, elk and moose. It causes a characteristic
spongy degeneration of the brains of infected animals resulting in emaciation, abnormal behavior, loss of bodily
functions and death. CWD is categorized as a transmissible spongiform enceplgi¢p&E), a group that includes
GYFR O26¢ RAA&SI & Slakbb/diséaseinihdinBiEnd sciBediriishe®Sahdyda®NVD has been
detected in 3 states and 2 Canadian provinces. FStaegesthat border Kentuckynave CWIpresent(West Virginia,
Virginia, MissouriOhio,and lllinois) CWD has not been detected in Kentucky.

To detect CWD should it arrive in Kentucky, KDFWR adopted a CWD monitoring plan in 2002. That plan is a ¢
part monitoring program to test 1) a random sampling of hurtarvested deer, 2) target or suspect animals
(animals that appear ill), 3) a random sample of roadkill deer, and 4) all captive deer mortalities. In 2006, KDFWR
adopted a contingency plan to deal with CWi Waseverfound in Kentuky. Since 2002, approximay 25500
hunter-harvested and roadkill deeamples have been tested. In 2816, 1048hunter-harvested, targetedand
roadkill samples were submitted for CWD testing. All samples have tested negative for CWD.

Carcassmportation Law
Intact deer carcasses from all CWgBsitive states, including lllinois, Missoudhio, West Virginia, and

Virginia may not be brought into Kentucky. Allowed parts from c&/§itive states and provinces includeartersor

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
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